




Goal 1 End poverty in all its forms everywhere
Goal 2 End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition and promote 
sustainable agriculture
Goal 3 Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages
Goal 4 Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong 
learning opportunities for all
Goal 5 Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls
Goal 6 Ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for 
all
Goal 7 Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all

Goal 8 Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth, full and 
productive employment and decent work for all
Goal 9 Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and sustainable 
industrialization and foster innovation
Goal 10 Reduce inequality within and among countries

OWG outcome document
Sustainable Development Goals



Goal 11 Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainabl
Goal 12 Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns
Goal 13 Take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts*
Goal 14 Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for 
sustainable development
Goal 15 Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, 
sustainably manage forests, combat desertification, and halt and reverse land 
degradation and halt biodiversity loss
Goal 16 Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable development, 
provide access to justice for all and build effective, accountable and inclusive 
institutions at all levels
Goal 17 Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize the global 
partnership for sustainable development
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Women Major Group: 8 Red Flags

• We commend those governments who have fought hard to secure 
and advance gender equality and the women’s human rights 
throughout this process

• We deplore the countries who consistently have tried to delete 
language around women and girl’s rights. 

• We commend the co-chairs for forging a compromise with all 
member states and for not having given in to pressures to reduce 
the goals to the lowest common denominator.

• Even though the Women’s Major Group believe that ambition 
should have been higher, the adoption of the SDG document by the 
Open Working Document is a significant step forward. 

• It was a complex negotiation process amidst sharp differences and 
disputes among member states. Taking this political reality into 
consideration, the adoption of the SDG document is a 
commendable achievement



• The standalone goal 5: “Achieve gender equality and the 
empowerment of women and girls” with its targets to
– end all forms of discrimination; 

– eliminate all forms of violence against all women and girls;

– eliminate all harmful practices, such as child, early and forced 
marriage and female genital mutilations; 

– recognize and value unpaid care and domestic work (as nationally appr)

– take measures to ensure women’s full and effective participation and 
equal opportunities; 

– ensure universal access to sexual and reproductive health and 
reproductive rights as agreed in accordance with the Programme of 
Action of the ICPD and the Beijing Platform for Action and the 
outcome documents of their review conferences; 

– and specific Means to Implement gender equality & women’s rights, 
including legislation, access to finance, productive resources, 

inheritance, natural resources  (in accordance with national laws)

SDG’s: what is positive?



Unpaid care & domestic work





SDG‘s: what else is possitive

• We also welcome the fact that gender equality and women’s 
rights are addressed in 12 other different goals
– including equal rights to education and life-long learning, to decent 

work and equal pay for work of equal value;

• Unlike the MDGs, the SDG report has standalone goals on 
ecosystems, ocean, sustainable consumption and production 

• It has a standalone goal on climate change which recognizes 
women’s role ; 

• It aims to end poverty and hunger, ensure healthy lives, 
universal access to water and sanitation for all
– ..and not just for half the population as the MDGs aimed at



SDG‘s: what else is possitive ?

• The stand alone goal 11 on inequalities within and between 
countries, as this is imperative to addressing the root causes 
of poverty; 

– and the targets to reverse the trend towards ever growing 
income inequalities by reforming global financial systems 
and fiscal measures; 

• The goal 16 on peaceful inclusive societies and its targets on 
participatory decision making, access to justice and reducing 
arms flow; 

• The goal 17 on Means of Implementation (MOI) and that in 
addition each goal area has its own set of implementation 
targets  - although many of these MOI targets lack ambition, 



Source: Ortiz and Cummins (2011) UNICEF

Source: Ortiz and Cummins. 2011. Global Inequality. UNICEF

Intra and inter-Country Inequality, 2007
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Not transformative enough

• The Women’s Major Group has continuously 
called for stronger rights-based targets and a 
deeper transformation of our economic and 
financial systems, which we regret are not 
reflected in the SDG outcome document: the 
proposed SDGs are still not sufficiently 
ambitious, transformative or rights-based



1) Human rights

• Goal 5 targets specify „according to national laws 
and circumstances”
– This contradicts human rights and universality of the 

agenda

• No mention of “Women’s and Girls’ human 
rights” 

• No mention of the human right to food
• No mention of the rights of indigenous peoples,
• No mention of the right for women to control 

their sexuality free of coercion, discrimination 
and violence



2) SRHR 

• Sexual and reproductive health targets do 
not go far enough. We welcome the inclusion 
of commitments to universal access to sexual 
and reproductive health services, information 
and education and the protection of women’s 
reproductive rights. However, the SDGs fall 
short of being a truly transformative agenda 
by failing to ensure the full respect, 
protection, and fulfilment of sexual and 
reproductive health and rights (SRHR) for all.



3a) Concentration of power

• Concentration of power and wealth imbalances that 
deepen poverty and inequalities within and between 
countries are not sufficiently addressed, and the 
agenda lacks targets to reverse this trend, notably 
missing are:
– “Universal” social protection floors for all
– “Progressive tax systems worldwide, including 

elimination of VAT for basic foods, medicines, sanitary 
products, the implementation of innovative financing 
mechanisms for development, such as global taxes, 
specially the financial transactions taxes”

– Eliminate illicit financial flows, “transfer pricing and tax 
havens” and “introduce a global corporate tax floor”



3b) Macro economic systems

• Although we welcome language on debt relief and restructuring, 
access to justice, information and participation, and a “global 
partnership for development”, women would have wanted to see 
stronger targets addressing:
– Extraterritorial practices should have been addressed, ending 

impunity and transferring the burden, impacts and costs to States, 
citizens and the environment. 

– The needed reform of the global trade and finance agenda, including 
the responsibility of IFIs, has been only partly addressed. 

– Transformation is not achieved by implementing rules which are 
flawed; therefore we oppose the too-static call for “rule of law” which 
too often enforces those already in power. We instead insist on access 
to justice to ensure human rights take precedent over short term 
economic interests.



4) Redistribute unpaid work

• The burden of unpaid domestic and care work still rely on women. 
Women still subsidize the entire economy by performing most of 
the unpaid domestic and care work, derived from the sexual 
division of labour. The outcome derived from it equals the 60% of 
the value produced in the world. This means that there is not 
enough money in the world to pay for the value generated by the 
work of women. The burden of those tasks are the main obstacle 
for women to fully exercise their rights, due that it demands from 
them an excessive time use and their entire energies. Unpaid 
domestic and care work derives from discriminatory gender roles. 
This is a macroeconomic and structural agenda that affects 
developed and developing countries, deepening inequalities. We 
are glad to see a target on this issue, but feel it is not strong 
enough, and in addition to valuing unpaid work, the target 5.4  
should have aimed to “reduce and redistribute” unpaid care and 
domestic work



5) Women & Planet

• Lack of recognition of women as farmers, fishers, 
indigenous peoples and key for sustainable natural 
resource management. Half of the goals lack references to 
gender equality and women's human rights, particularly in 
the context of decision making on climate, oceans, 
ecosystems, fisheries, water and energy, including from 
rural, remote and pastoralist communities. The SDGs 
should have included:
– Free and prior informed consent and rights of indigenous 

peoples
– Women as decision makers, resource managers and experts on 

adaptation and disaster resilience in goals on water, energy, and 
management of ecosystems

– Lack of commitment to remain within planetary boundaries



6) Peace and Participation

• Insufficient attention to women’s role in peace and justice. We 
welcome the fact that the SDGs, – against much opposition –
include a goal on “peaceful and inclusive societies“, and that the 
goal on education includes a target on “strengthening a culture of 
peace and nonviolence“, however, we regret that the targets do not 
include:
– Ensuring women’s full participation in peacekeeping, peace building, 

and reconstruction
– Protection of women human rights defenders 
– Protection of vulnerable populations affected by crisis and conflict, 

including refugees and IDPs Access to meaningful, affordable or free, 
and human rights-based justice systems for all individuals, and 
particularly for women and marginalized groups; 

– Financing these targets to support justice and participation in a 
meaningful way including by reducing and redirecting military 
spending.



7) Concern about Partnerships

• Concern around “partnership(s)” The myriad green 
lights given to private sector financing and partnerships 
for sustainable development, without any specific 
language on evaluations, accountability, transparency 
and overall governance, is deeply worrying.

• Multi-stakeholder partnerships must absolutely be 
accompanied "with a UN-led governance framework 
that incorporates accountability, ex-ante assessment 
and criterion (such as having demonstrated sustainable 
development results), transparent reporting, 
independent evaluation, and monitoring mechanisms”.



8) Technology
Concern: Technology focus remains on trade and private access

• Although technology is put forward in many different goals as an 
essential component to realize each goal, there is not a recognition 
of the:

• urgent need for fair and equitable access to technology and to 

• overcome intellectual property barriers, 

• the need for developing countries to build and develop their own 
technological base, and 

• multilateral, independent, participatory evaluation of technologies 
for their potential social, economic, environmental and health 
impacts. 

SDG need to ensure the establishment of a Technology Transfer 
Mechanism that could address these aspects should have been clearly 
affirmed



Next steps: FfD / MOI

• WMG focus in the coming year, leading up to the Post-2105 
Summit in September 2015, will be to ensure that the Post-2015 
Agenda will have strong financial commitments, with a focus on 
public funding for sustainable development based on a reform 
of current unsustainable financial and trade systems.

• We must ensure that in the negotiations on the sustainable 
development financing package, from the Financing for 
Sustainable Development to the Post-2015 Summit, 
governments commit to women’s equal say, equal access and 
equal share in access to finance and other Means of 
Implementation, and we call we call on governments to ensure a 
concrete and relevant set of MOI targets for the full realization 
of Goal 5, and to commit to “financing women's rights 
organisations.


